Corviale City Laboratory

https://laboratoriocorviale.it/

Rome, Italy
Nuova Borgata Corviale is a 1km long building and, at the same time, a neighbourhood in the suburbs of Rome with incredible cultural and creative resources around which
various projects move. The Corviale City Laboratory is a project born in 2018 to combine the restoration project of the Corviale complex with social actions and policies to
support the subjects involved in it. The goal is to translate the urban restoration of the area into broader local development policies, and to inform, link and coordinate the
various planned projects. It is the main container of a series of urban and human regeneration initiatives and an opportunity for the touristic enhancement of the present
resources (architectural, cultural and artistic and CCIs), as well as social/human development.
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Corviale City Laboratory
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The Laboratory is a tool for an urban regeneration program in a social housing district that can intercept and collect the territory's requests and needs. It is a physical
place where the forces, however present, can converge and strengthen through reciprocal exchange. Territorial supervision allows the working group to relate to the
context; get to know the inhabitants, local realities and institutions; promote a process of recognition; and build one's legitimacy to operate on some issues. As part of the
social support for the transformation program, it narrates (among others) the "Project Memories" and "Piazza delle Arti". Project Memories aims to keep track of a history

About that made the “Serpentone” famous and the memory of the many micro-stories that took place there, as well as the more intimate dimension of the families and

communities involved in the process. Piazza delle Arti aims to undertake experimentation in the public spaces of the neighbourhood, starting from the “Piazza delle arti”,
creating a path for the regularization of the subjects who, without any rental titles, carry out activities on the commercial premises of the square.

How this city tour showcases peripherality
Located in the south-western periphery of Rome, the Corviale housing complex, which gives the name to the whole suburb, was designed in the 1970s as a solution to the
growing number of dormitory districts in the Roman suburbs, caused by the significant population increase between the 1950s and 1970s, and followed by suburban sprawl.
The original plan for the complex was to use the fourth floor of the main building for commercial uses, services, and common areas, but during construction, the contractor
went bankrupt and the floor was eventually taken over by informal settlements. Failing to follow the original idea of the project, the lack of management of the spaces and the
degradation of the complex over the last several decades has directly impacted residents' loss of meaningful relationships with the urban context surrounding Corviale. But
while some consider the building a "concrete monster" that should be demolished, others see in its history, and essence, a great potential for urban transformation.

How this city tour showcases storytelling
The initiative Project Memories, through art in its different expressions, intends to tell the experience of families who, in the rigidity of this modular structure, have shaped the
space through micro transformations, inventing new architectural solutions. In this area, many life stories have intertwined over the last twenty years. Additional narrative
elements are also linked to the history of Corviale, its development and the urban legends that revolve around the neighbourhood. Other narrations of the suburb have been
developed within the project CREUS, as showed here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URsXifXBwAY.
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The integration of digital tools
Currently, digital tools are those “basic” tools available on the web. There are websites and many social media pages that talk about the projects developed in
Corviale and promote the engagement of communities. However, spread among the borough, there are a few digital tools such as QR codes that allow a more
"immersive" experience for tourists compared to those typical of the city. https://corvialeurbanlab.it/ and https://www.urbanexperience.it/tag/corviale/
are the most digital-oriented initiatives which tend to narrate and explore the territory from outside. Although their activity is aimed to promote the territory,
the experience in the suburbs teaches that no one can narrate the reality of Corviale in an authentic and engaging way better than its inhabitants.

Peripherality

Sustainability

Nuovo Corviale is a
suburb about 10km
away from the centre
of Rome. Although
Rome can be easily
considered one of the
leading tourist
destinations, it is also
a place of phenomena
ranging from overtourism to the lack of
social justice and
insufficient attention
to sustainability.

The "Piazza Delle Arti"
initiative undertook an
experimental path on
the neighbourhood's
public spaces, starting
with the activation of
a project on the use
and regularization of
the commercial areas
of the "Piazza delle
Arti" via Mazzacurati
89.

Accessibility
Associations like
"Radici", offer accessible
and inclusive tours to
Corviale, i.e. open to
everyone, including
people with visual,
hearing and motor
disabilities.
However, the lack of
materials in languages
other than Italian could
represent a limit to the
spread of tourist
interest in the area.

Digital tools

Storytelling

Entrepreneurship

QR codes, Corviale Urban
Lab and Urban Experience
are the most digitaloriented initiatives which
tend to narrate and
explore the territory from
the outside. Although the
aim is to promote the
territory, the experience in
the suburbs teaches that
no one can narrate the
inhabitants' reality in an
authentic and engaging
way better than they can!

Project Memories,
through art in its
different expressions,
intends to tell the
experience of families
who, in the rigidity of this
modular structure, have
shaped the space
through micro
transformations,
inventing new
architectural solutions.

One of the projects held in
"Officine Creative Piacca"
empowers young people
from the neighbourhood
through digital storytelling,
promoting counternarratives on the reality of
the place where they live
(disproving the recurring
and negative images of the
area). The creative potential
of this place can start a
rebranding for the creation
of a tourist offer linked to
the territory.
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